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TOTAL SOLAR ECLIPSE — EXMOUTH 
Statement by Minister for Tourism 

MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Minister for Tourism) [12.21 pm]: A total solar eclipse is an extraordinary and 
rare astronomical event that presents a unique tourism opportunity for Exmouth and the broader North West Cape, 
with the next one occurring on 20 April 2023. Exmouth and the North West Cape will be the only place in the world 
where people will be able to view 100 per cent of the total solar eclipse. This is expected to drive a large number 
of visitors to the region. 
The McGowan government is working hard to make this event an opportunity to showcase what Western Australia 
has to offer in the dark sky tourism space. In preparation for this natural phenomenon, the government established 
a cross-government senior officer working group in 2021, with representation from 13 state government 
agencies and one federal government agency, to plan and manage this special event. The working group, led by 
Tourism Western Australia within the Department of Jobs, Tourism, Science and Innovation, works in partnership 
with the local community and the eclipse stakeholder reference group, and meets regularly to address a range of 
logistical challenges to ensure the event is a success. Some of these challenges include: identifying additional land 
sites for day trip and overnight visitors; investigating road upgrades and traffic management requirements; addressing 
telecommunications issues around the region; developing accommodation solutions for housing additional essential 
and other workers; and ensuring medical services and health provisions are available to cope with the influx of the 
additional visitors. Visitor demand is being monitored, and there has been significant interest from international 
and domestic travellers to witness the eclipse. The overall forecast for the event is that an additional 20 500 visitors 
will be attracted to the region. 
Tourism WA’s total solar eclipse team has been working with the Shire of Exmouth to support the development 
of a waste management plan and the identification and fast-tracking of available land to accommodate additional 
visitors, and services to support the community in the supply of food, water, petrol and electricity to locals and 
visitors. I look forward to updating the house in coming months on planning progress towards the safe and successful 
delivery of this spectacular event in Western Australia. 
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